[image: image3.jpg]IMENTORING




[image: image1.jpg]MENTORING PROGRAM



[image: image2.png]m

\ A
KANSAS MENTORS..



For Immediate Release
Media Contacts:
In Nebraska - Megan Boice, 402.390.8326
MEDIA ALERT
In Iowa – Adam Lounsbury, 515.783.7158
In Kansas– Nicolette Geisler, 785.296.8447
IOWA, KANSAS, & NEBRASKA KICK OFF COACHES CHALLENGE
The National Mentoring Partnership has identified 15 million youth in need of a mentor.  Thousands of these youth live in Nebraska, Iowa and Kansas.  In an effort to help close the gap, University of Nebraska-Lincoln Coach Bo Pelini, Kansas State Coach Bill Snyder, Kansas University Coach Turner Gill, Iowa State Coach Paul Rhoads and University of Iowa Football Coach Kirk Ferentz have issued a friendly challenge to see which state can recruit the most new mentors.
The Coaches Challenge will kick off on August 1, 2011 and the Iowa/Nebraska winner will be announced during the Iowa vs. Nebraska football game scheduled for November 25, 2011in Lincoln and the Iowa/Kansas winner and overall winner will be announced during the Iowa State vs. Kansas State game December 3, 2011 in Manhattan.  Any new mentor application that is received between August 1 and November 21, 2011 will count toward the “score” of the respective state with cumulative totals updated each month. By signing up to be a mentor, fans can not only show their state/team pride but can help improve the life of a child!
Nebraska

The Teams
TeamMates, founded by Tom and Nancy Osborne, is a mentoring program whose mission is to positively impact the world by inspiring youth to reach their full potential through mentoring.  Mentors meet one hour per week at the school to provide support and encouragement to youth.  There are 100
TeamMates Chapters across Nebraska, Iowa, and California.  To find a chapter near you, go to www.teammates.org.
Iowa
The Iowa Mentoring Partnership which is an initiative of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service upholds the commission’s mission to “Improve lives, strengthen communities and foster civic engagement through service and volunteering” by supporting quality mentoring programs in Iowa. The Iowa Mentoring Partnership currently supports a network of more than 80 local, certified mentoring programs. To find a certified mentoring program in your area, please visit www.iowamentoring.org.
Kansas
Kansas Mentors is a statewide mentoring partnership that connects over 200 mentoring programs with each other and serves as a resource center for communities wishing to start a program. Kansas Mentors works to promote the great mentoring opportunities found throughout the state and to find ways to recruit more Kansans to become part of these efforts. Kansas Mentors began as an initiative under former Governor Kathleen Sebelius and is currently led by Coach Bill Snyder.
Join the Team! Be a Mentor! To find out more or join the Coaches Challenge: In Iowa:  www.iowamentoring.org or call 1.800.308.5987
In Kansas:  www.kansasmentors.org or call 1.785.296.8447
In Nebraska:  www.teammates.org or call 1.402.390.8326
