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TeamMates Mentoring Program Kicks Off 2013 Coaches Challenge  
(SEPTEMBER 1, 2013) –The National Mentoring Partnership has identified 15 million youth in need of a mentor.  Each year, in an effort to help close the gap, the head football coaches from each of the universities within Kansas, Iowa, and Nebraska have issued a friendly challenge to see which state can recruit the most new mentors.  This year as the multi-state challenge launched August 1, we were joined by the Mentoring Partnership of Minnesota and Mentor Michigan. 
Stemming from this national challenge, the TeamMates Mentoring Program will kick-off the 2013 internal Coaches Challenge on September 1st, 2013 that will go through the month of October.  TeamMates Mentoring Program chapters throughout Nebraska, Iowa, and California will be participating in a friendly internal competition to see which chapter can recruit the most mentors during the two month period.  Winners will be determined by the number of new mentors recruited divided by percentage of city population.  The chapter with the highest percentage will take home the victory.  
During the 2012 Coaches Challenge, the three states recruited over 7,000 new mentors.  With the addition of Michigan and Minnesota we are hopeful to be able to exceed all previous numbers to achieve the goal at the core of all of our missions – to serve more kids.  
TeamMates Mentoring Program, founded by Tom and Nancy Osborne, is a one-to-one school-based mentoring program with a mission to positively impact the world by inspiring youth to reach their full potential through mentoring.  Mentors meet one hour per week at the school to provide support and encouragement to youth.  There are currently over 110 TeamMates Chapters across Nebraska, Iowa, and California.  For information on how to become a TeamMates mentor go to teammates.org or call 402-390-8326.  
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